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John XVIII. 36. 
My Kingdom is not of this World. 


HO' all Scripture is gi- 
ven by Inſpiration of 
God, for our eternal Hap- 
pineſs; and by Conſe- 
quence, ought never to 
be look'd into, without 

a View to Eternity: Vet ſuch is the De- 

generacy; ſo great the Corruption of hu- 

man kind. that many times even the Scri- 
pture it ſelf is handled with a deceitful 

Heart, and milfully miſconſtrued by the 

Children of this World ; who are wiſer in 

their Generation, and craftier to eſtabliſh 

their Iniquities by a Law, than the Chil- 
dren of Light are to countermine their En- 
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4 The Nature of the Kingdom, 

And therefore that we may not, ſo much 
as by our Silence, be guilty of that highly 
preſumptudus, and by conſequence (may 
I not ſay? ) that unpardonable, Sin of wilful-' 
. miſinterpreting and perverting the Goſ-/ 

el of Truth, in order to eſtabliſh a grow. 
ing Fund of Error; permit me to conſider 
the Words, now read, as hay ſtand in the 
Context. 

Indeed if they were but a Fragment, or 
we our ſelves forbid, as hy 'a Romiſb Ty- 
ranny, to dip into the Context; why then, 
it is very poſſible, we might miſtake their 
Meaning. But as, bleſſed. be the Lord, 
we are not forbid to do it ; I ſhall there 
fore read unto you what ſtands beforc aud 
after, that ſo one cannot well, if indeed 
does not wilfully, miſtake our Saviour Do- 
Ctrine. | l —— 

Now the Context runs thus. | 

. Verſe 33. Then Pilate entered into the 
Judement- Hall again, and called Jeſus, and 
ſaid unto him, Art thou the King of the 
Jews. 

| Verſe 34. Jeſus enfoerid him, Sayeſt thou 
this thing of thy ſelf, or did others tell it 
thee of me? 

Verſe 35. Pilate 8 am I a Jew? 
Thine own Nation, and the Chief Prieſts have 
delivered thee unto me; what haſt thou done ? 

| Verſe 


Dry Church of Chriſt. 5 
; Verſe 36. Feſus anſwered, My Kingdom is 
not of this World: If my Kingdom were of 
this World, then would my Servants* fight, 
that I might not be delivered to the Jews: 
But now is my Kingdom” not from hence. 
The Words now thus fairly laid be- 
fore you, as they ſtand in the Context, 

Il firſt proceed, to fix the true Senſe of 
them, and to declare unto you our bleſ- 
{ed Saviour's Doctrine, in as plain and un- 
diſguiſed a Manner, as God ſhall enable 
me to do it. This done, I ſhall proceed 
to draw, in the firſt Place, one proper 
Inference; in the Second, one Obſerve ; and 
in the Third, one Exhortation from the 
2 in the Text, once aſcertained and 

xed. e 


Firſt then, I am to fix the true Senſe of 
the Text, and aſcertain the particular Do- 
ctrine which Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour, 
has taught us in it; My Kingdom is not 
of this World. 

The Jews, always a very fooliſh and 
wicked Nation, a ſtifl-necked and rebelli 
ous People, being alrogetlier led by the 
Principles of Nature, as theſe ſtand oppoſed 
to thoſe of Grace, were about this Time 
expecting the Meſſias. But how? Why 
truly, as a temporal Prince, and one that 

would 
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would enable them to be avenged of the 
People of Rome, who had lorded it ſo 
much dver thoſe of Jeruſalem. And there- 
fore the Fews obſerving - that Chriſt could 
work Miracles, thought well, thar if he 
would but once engage in their temporal 
Quarrels, he had Power enough to de- 


ſtroy their Enemics. Upon this, we find, 
that the People of Judea reſolved to do 
once more what the ſacred Hiſtory tells 
us they had no Power ta do, but were 


undone: by doing, John vi. 13. Then thoſe 
Men, when they had ſeen the Miracle that 
Fefas diu, ſaid; This is, of a Truth, that Prophet 


' that (fould come into the World. When Jeſus 


therefore perceived that they would come, and 
take him by Force, to make him a King, he 


departed again into a Mountain himſelf alone. 
Nc after this the Jews, perceiving 


thar Chriſt would by no means engage in 


their temporal Quarrels, nor be made 4 
King by them, who he, as God, well 


knew, had no ſuch Power to do it: I ſay, 
the Jews perceiving this, and being mo- 
ved with Envy, accuſed our bleſſed Lord 
beſore the Roman Governour, as if he had 


really been attempting to make himlelf a 


King, and rebel againit Ceſar, 
Then 
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Then Pilate entered into the Juagment- Nail 
again, and called Jeſas, and ſaid unto bam, 
Art thou the Hing of the Jews? Jeſus an- 


1 ſmered, ſayeſt thou this thing of thy ſelf, ar 


did others tell it thee of mne? As if out 
Lord had ſaid; Haſt thou thy ſelf now, 
Pilate, or has any other Roman good Rea- 
ſon to believe, that I am in reality one 
of thoſe very weak and impotent, thoſe 


Juſiful and worldly minded Men who 


either aim at the making, or bring made a 
King? or did others tell it thee of me, and 


{ay that fuch l am? 

Filate theref re anſwered our Saviour, Am 
/ Jer? or have i, doſt thou think, ſuch 
iil- Deſigns againſt thee? No: Thins own 
Nation, and the Chief Prieſts, have delivered 
mee unto me: what haſt thou done, ſays Pi- 
{zte, or att thou indeed intending (as even 


thing own Nation gives out, thou dolt 
in end) to reſiſt my Maſter Ceſar, and be 


thy ſelf a King? 
hen Jeſus anſwered Pilate, in the Words 


ct my Text, and ſaid, My Aingdom is not 


-* this World, As much as to lay, Pi- 


Late thy Maſter Cæſar has nought to fear 


from me. For if my Kingdom were of this 
V orld. then would my Servants fight, and [ 
vou d tel] them ſo to do, that I ſhould not 
be deltutrea unto the Fews, But nov is my 
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Kingdom not from hence. * Not from hence, 
no; not from fighting, as luſtſul and paſ- 
fionate Men do for earthly Crowns and 


Dignities, to feed their Luſts and Paſſions. 


No; but my Kingdom, Pilate, is as thou 
ſhalt preſently ſee, from ſuffering. For the 
Son of Man muſt ſuffer, ſays bur Saviour, 
and that in order to ſatisfle for the Sins 


and Defilements, contracted by the vile 


Luſts and Paſſions of Men; and in order 
to obtain both, Pilate, for thee my Judge, 


and likewiſe for the Jews my Acculers, an 


everlaſting Kingdom. My Kingdom is not 
of this World, Fe I A 
So that by this time, I hope, you un- 


derſtand the Meaning of my Text, and 


that it contains ſome Doctrines, even wor- 
thy of the eternal Son of God, our bleſ- 
{ed Lord and Saviour. As namely, that 
he came not to fight for, but deſpiſed your 


earthly. Kingdoms. For all Nations be- 


fore him are as nothing, and they are 


counted unto him leſs than nothing and 
Vanity. And when the Devil offer'd our 


Saviour'all the Kingdoms of this World, 


he ſeemed little ro conſider, that they were 


all his before. Chriſt therefore came not 


unto the World to fight for periſhing 


King- 
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Or Church of Chriſt. 9 
Kingdoms; no, but he came to die for 
everlaſting Souls. His Kingdom was not 
of this World; he was infinitely above 
it, and therefore came unto it, I ſay. not 
to fight, not to deſtroy Mens Lives, not 
to ſcatter Blood and Devaſtation around 
him, like Mabomet, and other carnal 
Wretches, for the {ake of carthly King- 
doms, He came not thus to pamper and 
encourage, thus to feed and fofter up the 
Gnful Luſts of Men No; but he came 
to ſuffer and atone for, ro mortifie and 
depreſs them. My Kingaom is not of this 


World; if my Kinzdom were of this World, 


then would my Servants feht, that I ſhould 
not be delivered to the Fews, Fut now is my 
Aingdom not from hence. "Tis not from 
carnal Weapons. 1 

The Senſe and Meaning of the Text 
thus aſcertained and fixed; proceed we 


now, as we propoſed in the ſecond Place, 


to draw the proper Inference from it. 


And firſt, I would infer, becauſe it 


| plainly follows, that ſuch as is the King- 
dom of Chriſt himſelf, ſuch likewiſe ought 
| to be the Kingdom of all his Followers: 
{or {uch, I ſay, is the Kingdom of his 
Church upon Earth; for thus we com- 
monly ſpeak, as ailo the Apoſtles did, 


3 when 
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when we mean any aggregate Body, or 
Society of Chriſtians. 

Was the Kingdom of Chriſt then not 
of this World No more muſt the Chri- 
ſtians be. Had Chriſt his Eye upon Hea- 
ven, and the Will of the Father, in oppo- 
fition to his own Will, as Man, in all 
his Works and Sufferings? So muſt the 
Chriſtian in all his. Did Chriſt come 
into the World, not to feed and pam- 
per, but on the contrary, to mortifie and 
depreſs all human Luſts and Paſſions 2 So 
he Chriſtian muſt remember, thar the 
ſame is his Buſineſs, Did Chriſt come 
into the World not to take Vengeance of 
his Enemies: but on the contrary, even 
to ſuffer Death it ſelf for his Enemies, 
to bear Affronts and Injuries, tho' inno- 
cent and harmleſs Remember then, O 
Chriſtian, it is in this particular that Chriſt 
has leſt thee an Example that thou ſhouldſt 
follow his Steps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. Once more, 
did Chriſt come into the World not to 
fight, not to deſtroy Mens Lives, not to 
ſcatter Blood and Devaſtation around him, 
like Mahomet, and other carnal Wretches, 
for the ſake of carthly Kingdoms? | have 
only thus much to ſay, that had alas! our 
Fathers been, or were we our ſelves true 
Chriſtians, there would be much more 

Unity 
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Unicy and brotherly Love among us, 
there would be much more worldly Hap. 
pineſs in our Streets, and ſpiritual Com- 
fort in our Hearts: And there would be 
no ſuch Conteſts in the World about 
either Crowns or Dignities, no, nor yet 
about their little Appurtenances, Poſts, 


and Preferments. 


f ever Chriſtians come once to break 
through the Rules of Chriſt, and think 
it awful to fight for, or diſpoſe of earth. 
ly Kingdoms; then do their Luſts and 
Paſſions become equally boundleſs, and 
they as much tainted as ever were the 
7 Heathens. In ſuch a Caſe, we know, 
there is nothing of a Nature too black, 
even for Chriſtians to perpetrate. For 
have not even they, led by this wicked 
Principle of diſpoſing of Kingdoms, made 
the very Church of Chriſt a flaughtering 
Mother of Princes, inſtead of making 
Princes, by their Chriſtian Behaviour, 
nurſing Fathers to them. Nay, have they 
not done it, under a Pretenſe, oh mon- 
ſtrous! of preſerving the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith; when they themſelves, 
alas! by their every Step and Action, 
were actually polluting it. 

From whence come Wars and Fizhtings 


among you? ſays St. James, come thty not 
B 2 hence, 


12 The Nature of the Kingdom, 
hence, even of your Luſtss And to liſten 
unto T hele, is no great Sign of Chriſtians. 
O how odious! how deteſted and deſpica- 
ble, is that unhallowed Word, Nature, in 
the Mouth of a Chriſtian, whoſe Heart 
ſhould be always full, and his Actions 
directed by the Principles of Grace. 

Which brings me in the Second Place 
to obſerve, that tho' Chriſt came not to 
fight, and thereby eſtabliſh a Temporal ; 
yet (till he came to ſuffer ; and thereby to e- 
ſiabliſh a Spiritual Kingdom. FPilate therefore 
ſaid unto him, Art thou a Hing then? Jeſus 
anſwered, thou [ayſt that I am a King, and 
"ris even as true as thou haſt ſaid it. 
Jo this End came I into the World, that F 
fſheuld bear Witneſs of the Truth, even with 
my deareſt Blood, and fo cement my ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom, 

If then Chriſt Jeſus, good Chriſtians, 
has leſt a {piritual Kingdom here upon 
Earth behind him, pray where muſt that 
Man's Reaſon be, who thinks, that Chriſt 
has left this ſpiritual Kingdom, without 
ſpiricual Governours and Laws where- 
wich to rule it? And what can the World 
think of them, if any ſuch there be, whoſe 
Station, whole Calling and Profeſſion; 
nay nay, whole cvery Step, and all whoſe 
Actions, give here the viſible Lie, both to 

| | their 
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their Words and Writings ? And where 


again is the Modeſty, or rather, how 
great is the Arrogance, of thoſe unhappy 
Men, who can, in ſuch a plain Point as 
this, gainlay the ſuperior Judgment of 
thoſe illuſtrious Fathers, both dead and 
living, whoſe Piety and Learning fo far 
exceed their own! | 

But beſides that, a Man's own Reaſon 
and Modeſty may tell him, Thus it is: 


Pray who can read our Saviour's own 


Teſtament, and yet deny it? What means 


our bleſſed Lord's Commiſſion to his A- 
poſtles. As my Father has ſent me, ſo ſend. 


T you. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 


43nd o, the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teach- 
ing them to ol ſerve all things, whatſoever I 


have commanded jou: And lo, I am with you 
to. the End of the World. Wheſe Sins ye re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſe 
Sins ye retain, they are retained. Nay, if 
any one ſays our Saviour, nꝛcglect to hear 


the Church, let him be unto thee, as a heathen 


Man and 4 ublican. 

And farther, what otherwiſe can be the 
Meaning of the Rules and Orders, which 
the holy Apoltles preicribd to their Suc- 
ceſſors Why 1s it ſaid, Let all things, in 
the Church, be done decently, and according 

to 
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to H rder; if there be no Authority left by 
Chriſt, in his Church, to give out ſuch 
Oracrs? is it not by this Authority that 
the J: iſh Sabbath was changed? And is 
it not by the Authority 'of the Chriſtian 
Church, after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, that 
the Apoſtle's Creed is uſed? Who can 
read dt Paul's Letter to the Church of 
Cerinth, wherein he judges that they, by 
virtue of their Power from the Lord Je- 
{us Chriſt, ſhould deliver ſuch a one, 


namely, an inceitucus Pcrion, unto Satan, 


jor the Deſtradtion if the Fliſh2 And who, | 


again, can read what the ſame holy Apo- 
ſtle writes to the Eybeſian Biſhop, touching 
Hymenæus and Alexander, whom he had de- 
livered unto Satan, that they might learn not 
to blaſpheme? Who, I ſay, can conſider 
thoſe things, and ar the ſame time not. 
confeſs, that the Church has a Power from 
Chriſt Jeſus, to cenſure and condemn the 
Erroncous, both for their _— and 
Practice: 

For to what Purpoſe elſe are the Epi- 
ſtles of St. Paul to the lame Timothy and 
Titus, wherein the Apoſtle exhorts thoſe 


Biſhops, to rebuke with all Authority; nay, | 


to rebuke them at /in, before all, that o- 
thers may fear? Wherein the Apoltle ex- 
horts thoſe Biſhops to held faſt the Forms 


of 
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LF ſound Words which they had heard of him. 
And to commit thoſe things to faithful Men, 
Flat might be able to teach others alſo. And 


herein he exhorts thoſe Biſhops to rebuke. 


1 Men ſharply, that they might be ſound in the 
Faith, To what good Purpoſe then all 
this? If every Man has a Right (ſhall | ſay, 
or may belawfully in the wrong) io make a 
Faith for himſelf, and ſet up his own cor- 
7 rupt Heart, as an abſolute and deciſive 
judge, of the Truth and Soundneſs of it.. 


If indeed there had been no common 


Faith delivered to the Chriſtian Church, 
but every Man left at Liberty to make a 
Creed of his own, why then did St. Paul 
! ſo often deſire the People of Corinth, to be 
| of one Mind, and live in Peace? Now. 
i 7 beſetch you, Brethren, ſays he, by the Name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſocał 
i the ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions 
among you, but that ye be perfedly joined to- 
1 gether in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 


Jude ment, x Cor. i. 10. Mark well the 
Ex preſiion: In the ſame Judiment. And 
pray what is that? But the Faith, the one 
Fiith, which was once d:livered to the Saints, 
and which they were never to let go, but 


earn ſily comtend for, Jude 3. 


Doubles, if C hrift Jeſus had left things 
in his ſpititual Kingdom, ro depend up- 
| On 
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on, and be decided according to the Fol- 
lies, the Caprice, and Wickedneſs of eve- 


ry Man's Inclination; then the Conſequence 


muſt be, that eicher Cbriſt did not fore- 


ſee that Men would both erroneouſly and 
miſchievouſly differ; or that he did not 
care, whether they would or no. The. 
firſt of theſe, alas! would reflect on our 
Saviour's Knowledge, a very great Defect ; 
and the other, on his Goodneſs, an equal 
Odium. 

But no: The Caſe is otherwiſe. For 
as Jeſus Chriſt is the all-wiſe Head, and 
the infinitely beneficent King, of his ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom; fo, - doubtleſs, he left it 
in the perfecteſt Order; and with a full 
{ſpiritual Power, in it ſelf, both as to Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, as to Faith and Manners ; 
without in the leaſt incroaching upon the 
Civil | ower, which repreſents the Father, 
and which Chriſt the Son, as Man, did fo 
much honour to. as to lay down his pre- 
cious Life, and ſhed his deareſt Blood, 
rather than fight againſt it. 

N. w for any one to come and adviſe 
his gr2c70us Prince to baffle and diſcourage 
2 Church t ius framed and conſtituted : 
for any one to go and gravely tell his 
Sovereign, nat for him to ſet up every 


Mans private Judgment, againſt ſuch a 
Church, 


ol- A 
Church, will be much for his Intereſt — 
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I fay, whoever does ſo, can never be 
thought in earneſt. And it muſt be ſaid 
of ſuch a one, to ſay the very beſt on'r; 
that either he deſigns to banter, or to ruin 
the Magiſtrate. Ro. 
Tis plain then, that tho' the Kingdom 
of Chriſt be not of this World, he never 
deſigned to exclude the Kings and Princes 


of this World, from being its Members; 


or, as it was ſoretold they ſhou'd be, its 
zurſing Fathers. And if ſo be, that the 
Laws of the Goſpel, are contrary to the 
Vices of Men; then ſure, as it cannot be 
unlawful for good Chriſtian Princes to com- 


pel Men to come in, and obey all the Laws 


of the Goſpel: So on the other hand, if 
ſuch good Chriſtian Princes will beſtow 


| | worldly Honours and Profits upon the 


true Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, 
theſe are to uſe them faithfully ; if nor, 
they are by all means, as Chriſtians, to be 
content without them. | 
But, as I take it for granted, that no 
pious, humble Chriſtian, no truly knows» 
ing Man, will be very forward, in think- 
ing himſelf able ro comprehend all the 
Laws and Revelations of an infinite God ; 
ot to fix his own particular Interpretari- 

| Ons 
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ons upon them. And as it always is the 
libertine, the luſtful, the paſſionate, the 
heady, the high- minded, the ambitious; 
carnal Man, whatever Cloak he may put 
on, that uſes the Laws of God with fo 


much Freedom; how well fuch Candi- 


dates, who dare to make evcn the very 
Laws of God, ſtill bend to their impious 
liking, deſerve, in the mean time, to be in- 
truſted, with either the executing, or ex- 
plaining the Laws of Men: let me leave 
others to determine; and proceed more in 
my own Province, to obſerve, 

That if every natural Man were left to 
his own inclinations, and to be, as he 
thought fir, the final Interpreter of God's 


molt holy Laws, then all Mankind in ge- 
neral, would be as much at Liberty, as if 


there was no Revelation in the World; 
indeed, no God at all. For then, the en- 
ticing Luſts, the Paſſions, and Infirmities of 
wicked ſinful Men, would be (are they 
not now?) the Mcaſure and Standard, of 
the Senle and Meanings, of all God's Re- 
velations. And thus, the natural Man, 
would either bring God's holy Law to his 
own helliſh liking, or preſently fancy, and 
begin to ſay in his Heart, there is no 
Goa, as we tind, that the Fool i in the P/al- 


mift 
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miſt did. For the natural Man, and the car- 


2 nal Mind, is Fnmity againſt God ; it hates 
him, nay, it wiſhes that there were no 


God, and would, if it could, exclude him. 


And fo, I am now come in the laſt 


Place, to exhort you all, good Chriſtians, 
in your ſeveral private Capacities (and, if 
it be not much tco arrogant, let me ex- 
hort ſome others, in their more publick 
Stations) to hold faſt the Form of ſound 
1 Woras, which we have all received, from the 
Writings of the holy Evangeliſts and Pro- 
phets; as thoſe did from tlie Mouth of our 
blefled Lord Chriſt Jeſus. Alas! what a 
1 fad and deplorable State muſt the King- 
doms of el and Jadah have been in, 
| when the Lord complains thus by his Pro- 
1 pher, O my People, th:y which lead thee, canſe 
1 thee to err, and deſtroy th: Way of thy Paths, 
Ila iv. 12. And in another Place, IIIa. lvi. 
10. His (ſays the Prophet, meaning /ſrae!'s) 
1 Watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant, 
they are all dumb Dogs that cannot bark, 
| ſleeping, lying down, lowing to [{;moer. Yea, 
ſays the Prophet, Yer. 1-1. %%% are greedy 
| Dogs, which can n:ver have enough. and they 
are Sh:pherds which cannot underſtand, they 
| all look to their own, every one for his Gain, 
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20 The Nature of the Kingdom, 
from his Quirter. A ſure and certain Pre: 
{age of [ſracl's Ruin. 

indecd in an Age, when ſome are bold 
enough (becauſe with Impunity they dare) 
to attack our Saviour's Divinity ; what Re- 
ſpect, do we think, they can pay to his 
Doctrine? And when they are pleaſed to 
inſinuatc, even from the moſt ſacred Place, 
and in the * moſt ſacred Preſence, that 
the worſhiping of the eternal Son, is indeed 
the Neglect and Diminut ion of the Father. 
What Regard is it poſſible for ſuch Men, to 
pay to either. the Faith or Diſcipline, of 
that holy Church, which we ſay and be- 
lieve the Son of God has founded? 

But for all their black Endeavours, the 
holy Church of Chriſt ſtands fixed upon a 
Rock, and the Gates, or Strength, of Hell 
ſhall not prevail againſt it. Thoſe wicked 
+ Sons of Belial, who are willing to un- 
dermine the Divinity, both of our bleſſed 
Saviour, his Perſon and Doctrine, may well | 
confound themlelves, as Judas did, but 
not the Goſpel. For, as Judas, one of the 


firſt 


— 


* 


— — 


* A Sermon preached on this Text, 3 His moſt 
Sacred Majeſty King George. 


This was the ancient Name of Free-Thinkers and 
Doers. | 
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br Church of Chriſt. 21 
firſt Rank, or higheſt Order. in the Mini- 
ſtry of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, be- 
trayed once, and gave up his Maſter's 
yery Perſon, to a mercileſs and hloody 
Execution, that ſo, it might riſe again, 
and emerge more glorious: Even to it 
plainly is, as to his Doctrine and Pre- 
cepts. For if ever God permits them, for 
the Sins of any People, to be given up 
and betrayed by ſuch accurſed Traytors; 
he does it, that the Body of Chriſtians 
may. defire his Truths the more, when 
they ſhall plainly ſee, that there is neither 
ſpiritual Comfort, nor publick - Happineſs 
to be obtained without them. And the 
Truth is, 1 ſee no better way, to make 


any ſinful Nation, -admire and be in love 


with the Rules of Chriſt's Kingdom, than 
once to let them try, what a diſmal ſad 


Condition, they ſhall find themſelves in, 


when theſe are taken from them. For 


then, they ſhall be ſoon reduced to a 
direful State of Nature, ſhall live like 
Turks and Pagans, where every thing is 


governed, by downright Fraud and Force, 
inſtead of what the Goſpel recommends, 

pure Equity and Conſcience. 
And+now, as to the Religion and Pra- 
ctice of the preſent Age, 1 need not, [ 
f think, 
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22 The Nature of the Kingdom, 

think, deſcribe; for every Body ſees it. 
Only, as we our ſelves muſt ſay, it is a 
wicked Age; ſo | am much afraid, that a 
ruined Poſterity may call it a very ſrenple | 
one, and find but little Reafon, in remem- 
bring us their Fathers, to ſay we- were a 
wiſe and undirſtanding People.” But then as 
to the Religion of ſome of our Anceſtors; 
I mean, the Works and Labours of our 
pious firſt Reformers. As to the rinciples 
and Worſhip of our pure, true and Catho- 
lick Church, contained in your Common= 
Prayer-Books, your Homilies, and Articles; 
they are truly Chriſtian. And this Nati- 
on ever Was, Whilſt it did, and eyer will 
be again, in the Fayour of God, when it 
does, adhere unto them. 

But, if ever we have done Evil, that 
Good may come; and, if ever that poor gro- 
veling and carnal Thought, of what ſhall 
we cat, and what ſhall we drink, and wheve- 
rithal ſhall we be clothed?ꝰ Or, in . ſhort, 
if ever the Fears and Jealouſies of loſing 
ſome earthly Happineſs, have made us at 
any time, depart from the Rules of Chriſt's 
Kingdom, under pretenſe of ſaving it: 
Sw Cod forgive us The only 
way for a Pcople to be brought to Re- 


pen: 


"4 


— K — 


e — 08 


8 d NK 


Of — „ 


wa 0 » WU FA ww wS ee eee 


Or Church of Chriſt. 22 
Ipentance, is, firſt ro conſider the Wicked- 
nels. and then the juſtly unſucceſsful Event 
of their own Imaginations. This will 
make us to pray with Pavid, for the Peace 
Four Feruſalem, that God would heal her 
reaches, and that as yet Proſperity may 
be within her Palaces. This will lead us 
to pray with the ſame Pſalmiſt, when 


Fhe and his rebellious Subjects were both 


in Diſtreſs, he from them, and they from 
themſelves. O God, Thou haſt caſt us out, 
and ſcattered us abroad: Thow haſt alſo been 
diſpleaſed, O turn Thee unto us again. Thou 
haſt moved the Land, and divided it; heal 
Ihe Sores thereof, for it ſhaketh. T hou haſt 
ewe thy People heauy things; Thou haſt 
given us 4 Drink of deadly Wine. Thou 
haſt made as 4a very Strife unto our Neigh- 
hours; to be laughed to Scorn, by our Ene- 
mies, and had in Deriſion of them, that are 
round about us. O comfort us again nom, 
after the Time that Thou haſt plagued us, 
and for the Tears wherein we have ſuffered 
Adverſity. But then, before we can ex- 
pect, that ever an offended God, will 
either hear, or help us; we muſt not only 
pray, but faithfully endeavour our ſelves 
allo, to practiſe what we pray for, in this 
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24 The Nature of the Kingdom, &c- 


Day's. heayenly Collect, with which I now 
conclude, © r 


AT mighty God, who ſheweſt to them that 
be in Error, the Light of thy Truth, to 

the intent, that they may return into the Way | 
of Righteonſneſs ; grant unto all them that are 
admitted into the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Reli- 
gion, that they may eſchew thoſe things that 
are contrary to their Profeſſion, and follow all 
(uch things, as are agreeable to the ſame, | 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 
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